
Welcome to our Parent Forum 
Meeting. 

  
Tonight we will be discussing English. 

 
Please help yourselves to tea and 

coffee before taking a seat. 



Overview 

• New cursive handwriting scheme. 

 

• Grammar: 

– Nouns and noun phrases; 

– Verbs; 

– Tips for helping at home; 

– The 4 sentence types; 

– Adverbials and commas. 

 

 

 

 

 



Cursive Handwriting. 

The advantages:  

• Start at same place; 

• Don’t go back over themselves (especially good 
for children with dyslexia); 

• Helps good presentation; 

• Flow of writing helps spelling (muscle memory); 

• Joined and consistent handwriting is a curriculum 
expectation. 

 



Cursive Handwriting: Supporting  
At Home. 

• Correct posture: both feet firmly on the floor; 
one hand for the pen, the other to hold the 
page; elbow of writing hand on table; chair 
tucked in.  

• Good grip: between index finger and thumb, 
middle finger ‘rests’ at one end; balance ‘the 
curve’ at the other. 

• Position the paper: tilt page slightly; clear 
desk. 



Now your turn. 

Have a go at using 
cursive handwriting to 
create your own name 
badge. Try to use the 

line guides to help you. 



Nouns and noun phrases. 
 

We look at these when teaching 
children to add detail to their 

writing. 

Babcock LDP  

http://www.babcock-education.co.uk/ldp/content.asp?folderid=391&rootid=17&level2=391&depth=2&did=300848


Thinking about nouns in a sentence. 

• In this passage, the nouns have been replaced. 
Can you work out what they should be by looking 
at the verbs? 

Remember : 

Noun = people, places or things 
Pronoun = name of place or people, 
also referring to participants (I, my, 

she, it, this). 
Verb = action 



As the banana chugged through the beans, 
she stared out of the cucumber. Tiny 
strawberries clung to the tomatoes and in 
the melon, lemons grazed. A potato ran 
beside the lettuce, gurgling on its way to 
the radish. As she looked out of the 
cauliflower, she noticed the dark pineapple 
drifting overhead. 

In this passage, the nouns have been replaced. Can 
you work out what they should be by looking at 
the verbs? 



Where does this fit in the curriculum? 

• Year 1: Capital letter for names and person pronoun (I) 
They know the meaning of the words pronoun and 
sentence. Will have used noun in spelling sessions. 

• Year 2: expanded noun phrases for description and 
specification. 

• Year 3: use determiners a or an according to if next word 
starts with a vowel. Also stay in correct tense. (Eg. a rock, 
an open box). Know and use the word determiner. 

• Year 6: Expanded noun phrases give complicated 
information concisely. Eg The boy that jumped over the 
fence is hiding over there. 

 



How you can help at home. 
When you want your child to add more 

detail/description to their work: 
• Look for a suitable sentence. Can they find the 

noun? Can they describe it by adding an adjective? 
Could they make their sentence more interesting by 
changing its order?  

* Do not do this for every sentence. 
* Be positive! 
* Encourage use of sentence talk to add detail before     
    writing as it’s much easier at this stage. 
* Use the correct terms when talking about writing. 



Online Games and Resources 
Google search ‘Topmarks Grammar Games’ 

• For Year 5 and 6:  

Topmarks ‘Trapped’ 

 

 
 

• For Year 1 and 2:  

‘Noun Explorer’ 

 

- For Year 3 and 4: 
‘The Adjective 

Detective’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?e=spelling-grammar01
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?e=spelling-grammar01
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?e=spelling-grammar01
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/grammar/nouns.htm
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?e=spelling-grammar01
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/grammar/nouns.htm
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar


Sentence Types (Year 2): 
 

• Statement 

•Question 

• Exclamation 

•Command 

 













Year 4: Use fronted adverbials. 
Use commas to separate adverbials. 

 

A fronted adverbial goes at the beginning 
of a sentence 

• It describes the verb in the sentence 

• It describes where, when and how 



Fronted adverbials 

As soon as he could, Tom jumped off the train. 

Last week, I went to the dentist. 



Your Turn! 

http://www.literacyshed.com/dreamgiver.html


Reorder challenge 
 

How many ways can you reorder this 
sentence and it still make sense?  

 
The rain fell gently like 

diamonds, sparkling on the 
leaves in the sunlight. 



Extending sentences. 
Add on 
• Write up a selection of connectives and some simple 

sentences. The children need to continue them.  
 

what - until - after - where - to - as soon as - as - when - that - 
while - if - because - or - who - before - although - so - but - 

though - as long as - as if - since - unless - whenever - 
whereas - while 

 
• The troll waited patiently... 
• The Romans made mosaics... 
• Too much fat is bad for you... 
• The tooth fairy will visit tonight... 

 


